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Put case, that you or I were ill-affected Unto the state; sir, with it in our pockets, Might not I go into the Arsenal, Or you? come out again? and none the wiser?
Per. Except yourself, sir.
Sir P. Go to, then. I therefore
Advertise to the state, how fit it were, That none but such as were known patriots, Sound lovers of their country, should be suffered To enjoy them in their houses; and even those Sealed at some office, and at such a bigness As might not lurk in pockets.
Per. Admirable!
Sir P. My next is, how to enquire, and be resolved, By present demonstration, whether a ship, Newly arrived from Syria, or from Any suspected part of all the Levant, Be guilty of the plague: and where they use To lie out forty, fifty days, sometimes, About the Lazaretto, for their trial; I '11 save that charge and loss unto the merchant, And in an hour clear the doubt.
Per. Indeed, sir!
Sir P. Or -I will lose my labour.
Per. 'My faith, that's much.
Sir P. Nay, sir, conceive me. -It will cost me in onions, Some thirty livres -
Per. Which is one pound sterling.
Sir P. Beside my water-works: for this I do, sir. First, I bring in your ship 'twixt two brick walls; But those the state shall venture: on the one I strain me a fair tarpaulin, and in that I stick my onions, cut in halves: the other Is full of loop-holes, out at which I thrust The noses of my bellows; and those bellows I keep, with water-works, in perpetual motion, Which is the easiest matter of a hundred.